
 

 
 

NASFM POSITION ON THE USE OF POLYURETHANE FOAM IN PRODUCTS  
SOLD FOR USE IN THE HOME 

  
The following consensus position was reached July 10, 2004, during a special session of 
the National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM) 15th Annual Meeting in St. 
Louis, Missouri.    

  
Based on valid scientific evidence, polyurethane foam and comparably combustible fillings used 
in upholstered furniture and mattresses are too dangerous for use in the home, unless they are 

treated to resist fire or are safely encapsulated.   
 

Manufacturers who choose to use these highly combustible materials inappropriately do so with 
the knowledge that they are placing their customers at risk of death and serious injury.   

 
Accordingly, NASFM urges the use of only fire-resistant or safely encapsulated fillings for the 

manufacture of upholstered furniture and mattresses. 
 

 
The consensus statement is based on a combination of technical data as assessed by the members 
of the NASFM Science Advisory Committee and the real-world experience of public safety 
officials present at the meeting.  In addition to those present, numerous manufacturers, industry 
organizations and others were offered the opportunity to provide data in favor or opposed to the 
consensus statement.  Any statements that are received in reaction to this statement are listed 
below. 

  
This consensus statement is for the use of manufacturers of upholstered furniture, 
mattresses and other products containing polyurethane foam and equally combustible 
filling materials sold for use in the home, and by legislative bodies, regulatory agencies 
and others with an interest in these issues. 
  


